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PORT PLANS
FOR BIGGER
FUTURE

Darwin Port has been busy planning for future growth by undertaking several

studies to better understand and cater for future trade demands.

This forward thinking is necessary to ensure that the port has the capacity to

meet the needs of the Territory.

It has led to the development of a Port Development Plan 2025-2030 and a
new Port Master Plan, which collectively outline a long-term vision, as well as

the specific projects that are planned to get the organisation there.

Pre-planning and assessment work has already started on several projects,

which will increase capacity to handle and store bulk mineral exports.

The port continues to focus on growing
capacity in pilotage, port logistics,
maritime security and cruise facility
operations. In almost all cases this
involves increasing staff capacity or
filling newly created positions
supported by local talent sourced from
the NT.

Darwin Port chief executive Peter
Dummett says: “We're excited about
the prospects for more growth
deepening our commitment to the
community in which we operate, and
continuing to protect the environment”.

DARWIN PORT CEO PETER DUMMETT CHATTING
WITH WHS & PERMIT COORDINATOR KEVIN CLARKE

ANCHORED IN COMMUNITY
Darwin Port and parent company
Landbridge are proud of the
development and elevation of local
community and industry partnerships,

which have continued to grow over the
past 10 years.

HAILEYBURY RENDALL SCHOOL CLONTARF
ACADEMY STUDENTS LEARNING ABOUT PILOT
BOAT OPERATIONS WITH DARWIN PORT SENIOR
PILOT VESSEL MASTER BRETT HALL

The long-term commitment and
collaboration with the Clontarf and
Stars foundations continues and
jumping onboard with the Young
Livestock Exporters Network this year
helps generate valuable and meaningful
pathways for young Territorians.

The port is excited to announce the
launch of a three-year Prize Partnership
with the NT Young Achievers Awards
and the establishment of a new
partnership recognising Exceptional
Women in Resources. Casting a line

of support out to the Darwin harbour
community, Darwin Port continues to
partner with the Darwin Sailing Club
and Dinah Beach Cruising Yacht Club.

DARWIN PORT BANDSTAND AT DARWIN FESTIVAL.
PHOTO: HELEN ORR

As a “distinguished” partner of Darwin
Festival, the port celebrated another
successful year of hosting the Darwin
Port Bandstand, a much-loved stage for
showcasing live and free local
entertainment.

It continues to grow in the partnership
space with active involvement in a
diverse range of industry and
community clubs, associations, and
campaigns.

TRADE, PROPERTY AND
DEVELOPMENT

Darwin Port continues to focus on
growing shipping and commodity
throughput in support of a rebounding
NT economy. The 2025 financial year
saw a 23 percent increase in the total
trade through the port, driven by
increases in the import of bulk liquids
and dry bulk products, such as clinker
and cement.

There was also growth in container
and building material throughput.

Export volumes continue to improve
and significant increases in livestock
exports to more than 440,000 head -
an increase of over 160,000 head on
the previous year and the highest since
the record year of 2014-15 - were a
key contributor to the increased
volumes.

The port continues to export bulk
minerals from mine sites across the
Territory including iron ore, magnetite
and ilmenite.

The cruise industry continues to grow
each year with 117 cruise ships visiting
Darwin last year, which is the most in
recorded history and resulted in more



WE'RE EXCITED ABOUT THE
PROSPECTS FOR MORE
GROWTH, DEEPENING OUR
COMMITMENT TO THE

COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE
OPERATE, AND CONTINUING
TO PROTECT THE
ENVIRONMENT

- PETER DUMMET

than 100,000 crew and passengers
visiting the Top End.

Several projects were completed during
the year, providing additional capacity
to cater for the continued growth in
trade volumes. About 10,000m? of new
hardstand areas have been created in
the past 18 months, with work due

to commence shortly on a further
20,000m”. A new container handling
area leased to Qube Ports has resulted
in an increase of the port’s container
capacity by about 25 percent.

ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY

The port’s environmental team has
been busy with the monitoring
of air, water and sediments.

This is an essential part of the
custodianship of the harbour and
ensures that Darwin Port continues to
protect and improve the environment.
With this in mind, the port launched
the inaugural Sustainability Strategy in
September 2024, and looks forward
to reporting on implementation
progress in the coming years.

The newly reassigned port logistics
officers have achieved their
accreditations to support the
movement of containerised cargo
destined for rural destinations by
providing Class 14.4 rural tailgate
inspections. This service was launched
in February 2025 and month-on-month
bookings have seen it grow to levels
that five permanent staff are now
required to support the levels of
booked inspections.

The security operations team is focused
on providing increased levels of
compliance with the movement of
containerised cargo through the port.
Cargo surveillance systems are being
modernised to include container and
number plate recognition technology,
widening the exit lane as part of
regulatory compliance expectations and
renovating the front gate as part of this
initiative.

From the visit of the Italian sail training
ship Vespucci to the facilitation of
multiple Defence visits, Darwin Port is
one of the nation’s most versatile
multi-modal ports. Port teams have
collaborated with stakeholders,
regulators and Territory and Federal
governments to achieve many
successful milestones.

PILOTAGE

The number of piloted moves is a
fundamental performance indicator
of how well the NT economy is
performing, and the trend remains
positive.

Darwin Port played a key role in
supporting the construction of Santos’
offshore Barossa project and the 700
pilotage movements relating to that
activity contributed to what was a
record year for Darwin Port pilots with
more than 3300 moves. Trading vessel
visits to the port were over 2,200 for
the year which is the most since the
Inpex construction project was in full
swing in 2014.

Operations teams partnered with
IXOM™ to plan a world-first operation
in lightering methanol in bulk and then
shuttling it to the floating production
and storage vessel BW Opal as part of
the Barossa commissioning. The port
provides a safe environment for highly
complex activities, such as ship-to-ship
transfers. All risks were identified and
managed through a qualitative risk
assessment process between
stakeholders and regulators.

DEFENCE - TALISMAN SABRE 2025
Darwin Port welcomed 19 allied and
partnered nations during the Talisman
Sabre exercise. It was the largest
full-scale exercise of its kind in the
southern hemisphere, and a great deal
of the logistics were supported by
Darwin Port employees and
stakeholders. Months of planning by
port operations teams preceded the
activity to configure solutions for
Defence and minimise disruption to
commercial shipping. Above all else, the
exercise was performed safely.

THE NEW CONTAINER HANDLING AREA RESULTED IN AN INCREASE
OF THE PORT’S CONTAINER CAPACITY BY ABOUT 25 PERCENT
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i VIDELINA GEORGIEVA, MANAGING DIRECTOR SVITZER AUSTRALIA (PRESENTED THE AWARD),
PETER DUMMETT, CEO DARWIN PORT AND SARAH-JANE ARCHDALE GROUP COMPANY
SECRETARY & CHIEF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE OFFICER, DARWIN PORT

In November, Darwin Port was
announced as the winner of the ‘Port
or Terminal of the Year’' category at

the annual Daily Cargo News 2025

Australian Shipping & Maritime
Industry Awards.



In announcing the winner, the judges
commended Darwin Port for the
significant growth in trade that it had
achieved year on year.

They also mentioned the growth in the
cruise sector which saw Darwin as the
only jurisdiction in Australia to record

an increase.

Additionally, the support provided by
the Darwin Port to Defence during
major exercises and the many port calls
was seen as significant.
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www.darwinport.com.au
Phone: 1300 327 946

Darwin Port CEO Peter Dummett, in
accepting the award, said that this
recognition was for the team and by the
team that have worked very hard,
producing great results, for a number of
years and to be recognised at the
national level in an award judged by
industry peers was very satisfying.

He further stated that ports can't
operate in isolation and stakeholders
such as stevedores Qube, Linx and

Aurizon, towage operators Svitzer and
Coastal Tug and Barge, shipping
companies and other customers and
the many transport operators that
move through the port all do their bit
to contribute to successful outcomes in
the supply chain.
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PROUD DARWIN PORT STAFF WITH OUR
AWARD ON SITE AT EAST ARM WHARF




